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SNokel} -

This study examined the influence of Javanese culture-based moral education on
adolescent behavior in Kediri. Using a qualitative approach, data were collected
through interviews, observations, and questionnaires involving adolescents aged 13
to 18 years. The results revealed that values such as mutual cooperation, respect for
elders, and simplicity were well internalized by teenagers and reflected in their daily
behavior. The study also found that Javanese culture-based moral education
effectively shaped responsible and ethical adolescent character, although
modernization posed challenges that created tensions between traditional values and
global influences. The implications of this study emphasized the importance of
integrating cultural values into the education curriculum while adapting to the impact
of modernization. Further study is recommended to explore how cultural values can
be adapted in the context of globalization and to develop holistic educational
strategies. These findings provided valuable insights for the advancement of culture-
based character education in Kediri and other regions in Indonesia.
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INTRODUCTION

Socialization is a fundamental process in which individuals learn and internalize norms, values, behaviors,

and social skills essential for functioning effectively in society. This lifelong process takes place through social
interactions, allowing individuals to develop their identity and acquire cognitive, emotional, and social
competencies necessary for navigating societal life (Mwangi et al., 2019; Paus-Hasebrink et al., 2019).

The significance of socialization lies in its role in shaping individual behavior and facilitating their
integration into communities, thus promoting social cohesion and continuity (Paus-Hasebrink et al., 2019).
Socialization occurs in different stages, generally classified as primary and secondary socialization. Primary
socialization typically happens during childhood, mainly through family members, who instill fundamental
norms and values (Mwangi et al., 2019; Paus-Hasebrink et al., 2019). Secondary socialization follows, taking
place through interactions with various social institutions such as schools, peer groups, and mass media. This
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stage further shapes an individual’s social identity and enhances their understanding of societal roles (Mwangi
et al., 2019; Paus-Hasebrink et al., 2019).

In Javanese culture, akhlak (moral character) refers to ethical behavior that reflects the values and norms
upheld by society. From an Islamic perspective, akhlak is considered a reflection of one's faith, where good
and bad behavior is measured based on religious teachings (Rochwulaningsih, 2015; Lusiana et al., 2023). In
daily Javanese life, akblak manifests in harmonious social interactions, respect for parents, and adherence to
traditions and norms (Rochwulaningsih, 2015; Lusiana et al., 2023). These values not only shape individual
identity but also reinforce social cohesion within the community. In Javanese culture, key moral values include
mutual cooperation, respect for elders, and simplicity. Mutual cooperation, as a core principle, embodies the
spirit of togetherness and mutual support within society (Oktaviyani & Sukmayadi, 2020; Febriani et al., 2020).

In Javanese-based education, the socialization of akblak involves multiple agents, including families,
schools, communities, and extracurricular activities. Within this context, the family serves as the primary agent
of socialization, where parents play a crucial role in teaching moral values rooted in Javanese culture (Ekalanti
et al., 2022). Parents are not only educators but also role models who demonstrate values such as cooperation,
respect for elders, and living modestly in daily life (Ekalanti et al., 2022). Instilling these values from an early
age aims to develop strong and ethical character in children, aligning with Javanese traditions that emphasize
the importance of harmonious social relationships. The socialization of akhlak in education plays a vital role in
shaping the moral behavior of younger generations in accordance with inherited cultural values.

Schools play a crucial role in moral socialization by integrating Javanese cultural values into the
curriculum and learning process. This approach combines character education with academic subjects, ensuring
that students not only gain academic knowledge but also essential moral values (Fitri & Yefteson, 2021). For
instance, learning modules incorporating character values can help students understand the importance of
akblak in daily life (Fitri & Yefteson, 2021). Thus, schools function as supportive environments for moral
socialization, providing relevant and contextual learning experiences. This aligns with efforts to create a learning
environment that not only focuses on academics but also fosters character and moral development among
students.

The social environment and community also play a significant role in shaping teenagers’ behavior. The
surrounding environment, including peers and society, can either reinforce or alter the values taught at home
and school (Ekalanti et al., 2022). Participation in communities that uphold Javanese cultural values provides
positive social support, helping adolescents internalize good moral values (Ekalanti et al., 2022). Therefore, it
is essential to establish a supportive environment that nurtures character and ethical development in youth.
Additionally, Javanese culture-based extracurricular activities, such as traditional arts, dance, and cultural
ceremonies, serve as effective socialization tools for moral education.

Culture-based socialization is a multifaceted process that significantly shapes the moral and ethical
framework guiding adolescents. Socialization plays a crucial role in moral development by transmitting cultural
values, norms, and expectations from one generation to the next. Within Javanese culture, this process
integrates adolescents into a specific cultural context that dictates acceptable behaviors and attitudes (Mahfud
et al., 2023). For instance, values such as respect for elders, mutual cooperation, and simplicity are strongly
emphasized, directly influencing moral decision-making and social interactions among adolescents (Mahfud et
al., 2023).

A study highlighted the significant impact of culture-based socialization on shaping adolescent behavior.
Case studies on Javanese youth revealed that cultural norms manifest in their daily lives. Adolescents raised in
environments that prioritize Javanese values tend to demonstrate a strong sense of responsibility toward family
and peers. They are also more likely to engage in community activities that reflect the internalization of cultural
values, emphasizing social harmony and collective well-being (Mahfud et al., 2023).

However, the dynamics of socialization are increasingly tested by modernization, which often leads to
the erosion of traditional values. The rapid pace of social change creates tensions between traditional influences
and new cultural forces introduced through digital media and globalization (Sugiarti et al., 2022). Today’s
adolescents are exposed to various global cultural narratives via digital platforms, which may sometimes
contradict the values taught by families and local communities.

In the context of culture-based education, moral socialization serves as a crucial mechanism for
preserving and reinforcing cultural values that form the moral and ethical foundation of individuals. Education
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that emphasizes local values and traditional culture can act as a barrier against the negative effects of
modernization. Therefore, it is essential to develop an educational approach that integrates Javanese cultural
values into both formal and informal education systems. This can be achieved through the development of
culture-based curricula, incorporating teachings on mutual cooperation, simplicity, and respect for elders
(Pakaya, 2023; Fajri & Mirsal, 2021).

Educational policies should also support efforts to integrate cultural values into moral education. This
includes policy initiatives that promote collaboration among schools, families, and communities to reinforce
culture-based moral education (Halik et al., 2022). Through these measures, culture-based moral education can
help shape a generation that is not only academically competent but also morally strong and ethically grounded.

METHOD

This study was conducted using a qualitative approach, aiming to deeply understand social phenomena
through descriptive analysis. This approach was chosen because it provided a comprehensive depiction of how
Javanese culture-based moral education influenced the behavior of adolescents in Kediri (Susrawan & Erawan,
2017). The primary focus of this study was to explore and interpret the experiences of study subjects within a
specific cultural context, offering rich and in-depth insights into the moral socialization process in a complex
social environment (Muzakki & Fauziah, 2015). Thus, a qualitative approach was considered the most suitable
method for achieving the objectives of this study.

The study subjects consisted of adolescents residing in Kediri, a region known for its strong Javanese
cultural traditions. The selection of these subjects was based on their relevance to the study focus, which was
to understand how local culture influenced the formation of adolescent behavior and character (Ekalanti et al.,
2022). Kediri was chosen as the study location because its community strongly upholds Javanese cultural values,
making it a representative case for examining the impact of culture-based moral education on adolescent
behavior (Mahfud et al., 2023). In-depth data collection was conducted in this region to ensure that the study
findings accurately reflect real-life conditions in the field.

The data collection methods in this study included in-depth interviews, participatory observation, and
structured questionnaires. In-depth interviews were utilized to explore the subjects’ perspectives, experiences,
and interpretations regarding the moral education they received and how it influenced their daily behavior
(Priyanto, 2016). Participatory observation allowed for a more accurate and contextual understanding of social
interactions and cultural practices that persist within the community (Muzakki & Fauziah, 2015). Moreover,
structured questionnaires were used to collect quantitative data, which complemented the qualitative analysis,
providing a broader perspective on participants’ perceptions and attitudes (Susrawan & Erawan, 2017).

After data collection, thematic analysis was employed to identify key themes emerging from the data,
uncovering patterns in behavior and understanding related to Javanese culture-based moral education (Ekalanti
et al., 2022). Inductive analysis was applied to interview and observation data to determine the relationship
between moral education and adolescent behavior, while descriptive analysis was used to interpret
questionnaire data, supporting the qualitative findings (Susrawan & Erawan, 2017). Through this
comprehensive analytical approach, the study aimed to provide valuable insights into the dynamics of moral
socialization within Javanese cultural settings.

RESULT DISCUSSION
Description of Adolescents in Kediri

The data collected from adolescents in Kediri clearly illustrated the impact of Javanese culture-based
moral education on their behavior. Findings were presented in narrative text, tables, and diagrams, summarizing
key insights from interviews, observations, and questionnaires. These results provided a comprehensive
understanding of how moral values taught through Javanese cultural education were internalized by adolescents
and how these values influenced various aspects of their daily lives.

Findings from In-Depth Interviews showed that most adolescents in Kediri exhibited a strong
understanding of moral values instilled by family and school environments. For example, the value of mutual
cooperation, a core principle in Javanese culture, was identified by neatrly all respondents as an important value
they actively practice in daily life. Respondents reported engaging in mutual cooperation activities within their
schools and communities, reflecting a high level of internalization of this value (Ekalanti et al., 2022; Mahfud
et al., 2023). Additionally, the values of respect for elders and simplicity were also evident in adolescent

86 Vol. 03. No. 03 December 2023



The Influence of Javanese Culture-Based Moral Education on Adolescent Behavior in Kediri

behavior, as they demonstrated deep respect for parents and teachers while avoiding actions perceived as
excessive or extravagant (Lusiana et al., 2023; Rochwulaningsih, 2015).

The questionnaire data reinforced these findings, indicating that Javanese culture-based moral
education significantly contributed to the development of ethical and responsible behavior among adolescents
in Kediri. According to the survey results, 85% of respondents reported feeling a stronger sense of
responsibility toward their families and communities after participating in moral education programs.
Moreover, distribution charts illustrated that values such as mutual cooperation and simplicity were considered
highly relevant and essential in their daily lives. These findings confirmed that Javanese moral education was
not only understood by adolescents but was also internalized and actively practiced (Ekalanti et al., 2022).

Analysis of Results

The analysis demonstrated that Javanese culture-based moral education had a profound impact on
adolescent behavior in Kediri. The internalization of values such as mutual cooperation, respect for elders, and
simplicity played a crucial role in shaping adolescents into responsible, ethical, and integrity-driven individuals.
In the context of Javanese culture, the principle of mutual cooperation encouraged adolescents to actively
participate in community activities, which not only strengthened social bonds but also fostered a sense of
solidarity among them. These findings align with Mahfud et al. (2023), who revealed that adolescents exposed
to Javanese cultural values are more likely to demonstrate behaviors that promote social harmony and collective
well-being.

The Javanese culture-based moral education also played a pivotal role in instilling respect for parents
and elders among adolescents. Respondents in this study exhibited a high level of respect toward their parents
and teachers, which was evident in their speech, behavior, and interactions with older individuals. This indicated
that moral values were not merely understood cognitively but were also deeply internalized and reflected in
daily actions. As emphasized by Lusiana et al. (2023), respect for parents remained a core value in Javanese
culture, continuously passed down through generations. This tradition served as a strong moral foundation for
adolescents.

The value of simplicity also played a crucial role in shaping adolescent behavior in Kediri. Participants
in this study demonstrated a strong tendency to avoid extravagance, reflecting their internalization of simplicity
as taught through Javanese culture-based moral education. In Javanese society, simplicity was not only
perceived in economic terms but also as an essential moral and ethical principle. Adolescents who embrace this
value exhibit strong self-discipline and choose to live in alighment with societal norms, highlighting their
awareness of the importance of maintaining social harmony (Rochwulaningsih, 2015).

The findings further indicated that Javanese culture-based moral education played a crucial role in
shaping a strong cultural identity among adolescents. Participants in this study expressed a sense of pride in
their cultural heritage and actively engaged in preserving the values instilled in them. This was evident in their
active participation in cultural and traditional activities within their communities. Beyond instilling moral values,
this form of education also served as a mechanism for reinforcing cultural identity, ultimately facilitating their
integration into a broader societal framework (Ekalanti et al., 2022).

Despite these positive outcomes, the study also identified challenges in maintaining Javanese cultural
values amid modernization. Adolescents in Kediri, like their peers elsewhere, were exposed to global influences
that sometimes conflict with traditional values. While the majority of respondents demonstrated a good
understanding and practice of Javanese values, some admitted struggling to uphold these traditions when faced
with media influences and peer pressure that promote different cultural perspectives. This finding underscored
the need for a more adaptive approach in Javanese moral education—one that not only preserves traditional
values but also equips adolescents with the skills to navigate modern societal influences (Sugiarti et al., 2022).

DISCUSSION
The findings of this study align significantly with previous study emphasizing the importance of culture-
based moral education in shaping adolescent behavior. The internalization of values such as mutual
cooperation, respect for elders, and simplicity among adolescents in Kediri is consistent with the study carried
out by Mahfud et al. (2023). Their study highlighted that Javanese cultural values, particularly mutual
cooperation, played a crucial role in fostering social responsibility and a sense of community among youth.
Similarly, Lusiana et al. (2023) found that respect for elders, a core Javanese value, was instrumental in shaping
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respectful and ethical behavior among adolescents. These studies reinforced the effectiveness of Javanese
culture-based moral education in nurturing responsible and ethical behavior in youth

However, this study added a new dimension to the existing literature by revealing that despite the
successful internalization of Javanese cultural values, maintaining their relevance in the face of modernization
remained a challenge. The influence of mass media and peer interactions exposing adolescents to global values
often created tension between the traditional values taught at home and school and the new perspectives they
encounter. This provides a new perspective that has not been widely explored in previous study, namely how
Javanese adolescents today strive to balance preserving traditional cultural values while adapting to the ever-
evolving influences of modernity (Sugiarti et al., 2022).

The findings of this study reinforced the perspective that agents of socialization, such as family, school,
and community, played a crucial role in transmitting cultural values to younger generations (Mwangi et al.,
2019; Paus-Hasebrink et al., 2019). The ability of adolescents in Kediri to internalize moral values taught
through Javanese cultural education suggested that an effective socialization process was taking place,
particularly within family and school settings. However, the challenges faced by adolescents in maintaining
these values amid modernization highlighted that socialization was not a one-way process. Instead, it involved
a dynamic interaction between individuals and their social environment, where traditional values were
continuously negotiated and adapted in response to external influences. This aligns with George Herbert
Mead’s theory of symbolic interactionism, which suggested that individuals develop their identity and behavior
through interactions with others and their social surroundings (Gillespie, 2005).

Interpretation of Findings

The findings of this study had significant implications for Javanese culture and moral education. Firstly,
the internalization of values such as mutual cooperation, respect for elders, and simplicity among adolescents
demonstrated that Javanese cultural values remained highly relevant and served as a strong moral foundation
in shaping the behavior of the younger generation. In Javanese society, mutual cooperation was not merely a
form of cooperation but a deep expression of social solidarity. The observed practices of mutual cooperation
strengthened social cohesion and instilled a sense of community responsibility among adolescents. This
suggested that culture-based moral education not only transmited ethical values but also reinforced the cultural
identity of adolescents within their communities.

Secondly, the strong sense of respect for elders among adolescents highlighted its continued
importance as a fundamental pillar in Javanese social structure. This respect was not merely a form of politeness
but a mechanism for maintaining social hierarchy and cultural continuity across generations. In moral
education, respect for elders was integrated into both curriculum and daily practices, helping adolescents
understand the significance of intergenerational relationships in preserving cultural heritage and ethical values.
These findings align with previous studies emphasizing that parental respect is a deeply ingrained value in
Javanese culture, passed down across generations (Lusiana et al., 2023).

However, the challenges adolescents face in maintaining traditional values amid modern influences
must also be addressed. Mass media and peer interactions that introduce global values often create value
conflicts for adolescents, influencing how they perceive and apply the cultural values taught to them. In this
context, Javanese culture-based moral education must evolve to remain relevant, equipping adolescents with
the skills to navigate diverse values in their daily lives. This adaptability is crucial to ensuring that Javanese
values continue to be meaningful and applicable in an ever-changing modern landscape.

In summary, this study demonstrated that Javanese culture-based moral education played a vital role in
shaping adolescent behavior in Kediri. Values such as mutual cooperation, respect for elders, and simplicity
were well-internalized among adolescents. However, the challenge of maintaining these values in the face of
modernization necessitated a more adaptive and dynamic approach to moral education. By acknowledging
these challenges, educators, parents, and communities could more effectively support adolescents in
appreciating and practicing their cultural values while also equipping them to navigate the complexities of the
modern world.

CONCLUSION
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This study concluded that Javanese culture-based moral education significantly influenced adolescent
behavior in Kediri. Core values such as mutual cooperation, respect for elders, and simplicity had been
effectively internalized by adolescents and were reflected in their daily conduct.

The findings answered the study question regarding how Javanese culture-based moral education
affects adolescent behavior, demonstrating that this approach was effective in shaping responsible, ethical, and
integrity-driven behavior. However, the study also identified challenges in maintaining the relevance of
traditional values amid modernization, which often created tensions between taught cultural values and the
new influences adolescents encounter in their daily lives.

The findings of this study had significant implications for educational development and the
preservation of Javanese culture in Kediri. First, the study reaffirmed that Javanese culture-based moral
education was an effective means of strengthening cultural identity and moral character among younger
generations. By incorporating local cultural values into the education curriculum, schools could instill a sense
of pride in students’ cultural heritage while fostering character development aligned with societal norms.
Second, the study underscored the need for moral education to adapt to the challenges of modernization. In
this context, moral education should be designed to remain relevant to adolescents’ social realities, addressing
the influences of mass media and global interactions.
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